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Annexation of Hawaii 

1898 
 
 Hawaii was first visited by Europeans in 1778. Its strategic location in the Pacific and 
its abundant resources attracted Europeans, Americans and Japanese as visitors and 
immigrants from then on, many of whom became Hawaiian citizens. Hawaii’s native 
population and royal government were influenced by the newcomers. The United States 
became more and more interested in Hawaii as its trade and foreign policy became involved 
with Asia and the Pacific. 
 

Plans for the annexation of Hawaii by the United States started in 1893. This happened 
in the wake of Queen Liliuokalani being overthrown from power by a revolt of American and 
some European residents and supported by a show of force by the U.S. 
Marines. Queen Lilioukalani had wanted to establish a new 
constitution on the island. It would have given almost all of the power 
to the monarchy. Americans and Europeans living on the islands 
formed a group they called “The Committee of Safety.” It was 
established to ensure that the new constitution would not pass. After 
the regime changed, ousting the queen from power, Lorrin A. 
Thurston, an American lawyer who had been born and raised in 
Hawaii, and the Committee of Safety set up a provisional government 
in Hawaii. The main sentiment among the American community in 
Hawaii was that it was only a matter of time before the area was 
annexed by the United States. Thurston also was very vocal in his 
dealings with the United States. He was pushing the United States to add Hawaii as one of its 
territories. The family of former Queen Liliuokalani, however, objected to the actions of 
Thurston and the United States. Princess Victoria Kaiulani, niece of Liliuokalani, felt that the 
way her aunt was removed from power was unlawful and unjust. Liliuokalani almost came 
back to power when Grover Cleveland became president of the United States. Cleveland was 
a staunch opponent of the ideals of imperialism. He canceled all plans for an annexation 
treaty. He even went as far as to recommend that Liliuokalani be restored to power in Hawaii. 
 
 Congress began to investigate into the matter of the Hawaiian Revolution of 1893. In 
particular, the United States Senate Committee on Foreign relations examined the matter. It 
was headed by Senator John Tyler Morgan of Alabama. His conclusions, known as the 
Morgan Report, stated that American troops that participated in the Hawaiian Revolution 
were not guilty in their actions for helping to overthrow the Hawaiian government. American 
Marines and John L. Stevens, the U.S. minister to Hawaii, were accused of aiding anti-
royalists in overthrowing the government. With the Morgan Report, conspiracy theories 
about Americans being involved in the overthrow only for territorial gain were diffused, at 
least in imperialist circles. At this point, Thurston called for a constitutional convention to be 
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held in the city of Honolulu. Honolulu would later become the capital of Hawaii. The 
purpose of the convention was to help establish the Republic of Hawaii. Those at the 
convention felt that because of his hard work, Thurston should be elected as the first 
president of the republic. Thurston declined the offer. He felt that his personality would get in 
the way of the bigger plans for annexation. Therefore, former United States Supreme Court 
justice Sanford B. Dole was elected as the Republic of Hawaii’s first president. Dole’s 
cousin, James Dole, later became the owner of one of the largest pineapple plantations in 
Hawaii. His company is still a major fruit producer and distributor. 
 
 In the United States, William McKinley took office as President in March 1897. 
McKinley had opposing views from President Cleveland. McKinley said the United States 
should expand its territory and become a recognized world power. During the first part of 
McKinley’s term, the United States engaged in battles with Spain, in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and 
the Philippines. The United States was significantly able to utilize Hawaii when it was 
battling in the Philippines. U.S. forces were able to get the supplies they needed for battle 
much faster than having to go back to the mainland of America. McKinley eventually signed 
the Newlands Resolution on July 7, 1898. This made the annexation of Hawaii to the United 
States official. The significance of the ceremony in wake of this document being signed was 
at the ‘lolani Palace. The Hawaiian flag was taken down and replaced with the American 
flag. Dole, who had been serving as the Republic of Hawaii’s president, was made the first 
territorial governor of the region.  
 
 Hawaii became the fiftieth state of the Union in 1959, the only state not located on the 
North American continent. In 1993, the United States officially apologized to the Hawaiian 
people for the way in which the annexation was handled. 
 

 
Annexation Ceremony 

Hawaii, 1898 
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Name: _______________________ 
 

Annexation of Hawaii 
1898 

      
     Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What happened after Queen Liliuokalani was overthrown from power in Hawaii in 
1893? What did some say was close to happening in the aftermath? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Who was pushing hard for the United States to add Hawaii as one of its territories? 

Who was the opposition for this man? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Who almost allowed for the reinstallation of Queen Liliuokalani to power in Hawaii? 

Why was this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What happened when Congress began to investigate into potential wrongdoing by 

Americans during the 1893 Hawaiian Revolution? 
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5. What was the purpose of the constitutional convention that was held at Honolulu? 

What were the results from the convention? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How did the viewpoints of presidents Grover Cleveland and William McKinley differ 

in terms of the United States’ relations at the international level? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. How did the United States utilize the island of Hawaii when it was involved in 

international military campaigns? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What was the significance of the Newlands Resolution? 
 
 
 


